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ABSTRACT 

An evaluation of the videotapes produced by the 
film/media workshop, held in the South Bronx area of New York City in 
the summer of 1972, was conducted. The workshop sought to broaden the 
communication skills and improve the self -concepts and aspirations of 
educationally and emotionally deprived black and Puerto Rican 
youngsters. Three groups of students were taught to make tapes; two 
tapes of each group were evaluated by 20 raters on film technique, 
the communication of useful content, and the generation of new ideas 
and feelings. The quality of film techniques was rated highest, 
followed by content value and the communicatian of ideas. This was 
regarded as logical since technical skills are learned more readily 
than the abstract ability of how to convey fe*^ lings, ideas, and 
facts. Inter-film, inter-group and intra-grouo differences in quality 
were notf.d, perhaps due to the individual topics selected. It was 
concluded that the overall project achieved its basic goals. (PB) 
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EVALUAi:OK OF FILM/KKDIA WORKSHOP 
•PkOJFCl FOP STRKF;r GAMGS 



state Education Department 
Division of the Humanities 
and the Arts 



EvaluDt.lop of nini/flcciift Workshop 
Project for street Hann? 

• The- i •flrrj/rfiedia workshop project took place in tho Soiit.h nronx aroa of flew 
York City during the period July 10, 197^? to Au(!u^^t 18, 1?72. The youths of 
thG area v/ore felt to bt deprived both ediiccttional ly and omotion^illy. The <7roa 
itself is 0 low-rocio cconorn'c ccimiiinlty consir^tinci of mostly Puerto Rican ?nd 
Black fa;]iilies. The objociivo of the projoct Vcis to broaden ino comunicr.t'ion 
skills of the individuals involved. The production of videotapes requires th.? 
usf of lanriiiL'oe rl'. ills includiricj^ readinn, sueakinn, v/ritimi urid i^u undcrstoitd ino 
of sound and visual iii^ges. The projoct also had es one of Its aiins, to raise 
the 3spiratio!!f. of those involved to a ''fe^lim) of constructive idcMitity/' 

Thli: project irvolved havinri teachers v;I)G dro vidcot'ipe oxperts i?.^i.ruct 
students in the <^killr> of nakinri taoes. We vrill evaluate: Unez produced by 
throe diftr)x*nt c}roij;*s of ^tude?;l:s. 

Procedure 

Tfie basic plan of i:lie evriluation was to h.^ve the tapes rafod on a iuriher of 
dimensions by observers not connected with th^ project. Six tapes, tv/o done* by 
each of the groups^ were viov/ed and rated by 20 raters. Group A produced tapes 
1 and 2; Group B, tapes 3 and 4 and Group C produced tapes 5 and 6. (See Appen- 
dix I for identification of tapes). The raters v/ore all ciraduate students in 
psychology v/ho i;ave had previous experience vievnnrj video-r^atorials. The f ilm 
sequences v^ere presented in random order so as to eliminate bias due to order. 

Tapes were rated on a 15. item Linkert scale v;hich sought information in re- 
lation to three categories (See Appendix 11 for sample scale). These v/ere: 

A. Film Technique; defined as the components v/hich go into nakinp a tech- 
nically good videotape (disregarding content} but including the aspects of proper 
lighting, focus, sound, editing, etc. This dimension was concerned with the 
structure of the production and involved the use of acquired communication skills. 



B, Content and Valio; this diinf?n&ioi r'^'forrecl to the fibilily of the 
flliTiniakors to coin:.iunirate informr t.ion of s^ono value. It rofors to the 
content opposed to tho form or structure of the film. 

C. f'CclirKjs end kloas; this Ci*togorv referred to the ability of tho 
f ilin,T:ai cTS to ovol e oi ij^ethy and yoneratr nrw ide^s in an audience^ i.e. 
the ability to qrt thr audic^nce involved and thi»ik1n:-i dbout the si?hj:'Ct 
mattt:r. 

The test retoi:t reli^tbility of the scale usod v/as t-'09. The dngror cf 
aorcc^Tft tx\y)\/, tho ratcrr. v;os ctotornirtcd by v:>e cf tliO KpndaM coofficiont 
of ccncor<tcincf\ T!ic cofiTf icic-nt vms w^,8e (p.^.Ol) which dPHv-^nstratcd a 
significant aflrof:n'.?nt ^Jinon';; thn raters. 

Results 

Coniparl^ous v/cro fivado to dr-tcraine chr:;;ac:S over time i/Uhin tho thron 
yroups studied as v;cll as interoroup raiiparisciro. 

Table 1 presents an analysis of variance for the six tapes shov/n and Tor 
the thr^'C categories studied. 

TABLE 1 

Analysis of Variance of Ratings for Categorleii .and Tapes 



Source 


df ■ 


11!? 


F 


Category (A) 


2 


370.13 


3.99* 


Tape (B) 


5 


3r..r>r. 


3M* 


AxB 


17 


10f).O6 


l.i? 


Error 


335 


93.27 





* p^05 
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As can be r/jf.n in the tablf, there whs a s •'jnif icant differfencr? for both 
tapes and cattgoric; but not for the interciction of the tvo factors, flultiplc 
comparison tesls fi^rformed {fiev.Tnan-Keuls ) showl that catoqory A (film tech- 
nif.jMc) vws rated sicinif icantly hinhov th<\n ratooory C (feelincis and idoa:.). 
Category A ^'.. s w.it '^-irnif icantly diftorciit than Catc-oory R (content and val'.'::). 
Ther?' wore no diffor^ccs betv;f!v^n Caleriorios P. iu.d C. {r.ee discussion) 

There war> a significant: difference (p.''. .OG) botwern tapes 3 and 4 (pro- 
duced by Group F;) and betvvtj<:ti tiino", b and C (f-rotliired by Group C). There 
no sif-;m'.f icant difference htrtwecn tapes 1 arid ? (prodi;r:ed by Group A) ■-- sfv:- 
figure I. Tapes 1, 3 and b v.'ore made at the b'.ciiiininf) of the project and 
2,4 and fi ne^ir the end. The taper, produced by Groitjis P. and C had sicjnif icantly 
hiijhcr ratiri^j:. t^an tliose of Group A. Vncre vms no significant difftierice b':- 

In tmtir. of liie 'Intorcjro'jp di ffciencefi, it wfifi founri that V\o tcip.s l!o!,c 
by Groups W dnri C v-ore rrited ovvMmII as signvf icrintly tietcor than Group A. 
This wou'ld soeni to havo resulted more? from the sutocct mrJttor of the video- 
tapes this group chose to make rather than thefr technical proficiency in 
making the tapes. There were virtiinlly no difference bfjtween any of the video- 
tapes on Category A (film technique cateocry).. Both Groups C and C had one 
tape rated high in all categories » one on street gangs (Group B) and the other 
on lead poisoning (Group C), These were rated as raor.t interesting, relevant 
and possibly able to be shown and appreriatewl by larger audiences. ~ 

There was no intra-group difference For Group A and a difference in the 
reverse direction for Group B. That is o v^ould ordinarily expect the tapes 
to be of better quali!:y v/ith tme. While this held true for Group it did 
not for Group B. This again nay have been the result of the subject matter 
chosen. 



In terms of catociory ratir-o:^, filio techninue (Category I) v/as rated 
highest fol1ov/ec! by content Volue (Category 2), follov/cd by feeling and 
ideas (Cdtcgoiv 3). This appears 'locjical rince technical aspects of film 
jiiaking are riore -eadily learned tiian tlie more abstracM: abilities of how 
to co!:!vey feeling!; and making a film v/ith social value. 

Overall the project seeiuod to have ach'M^vcd its primary goal; that of 
teaching youngsters communication skills which aliowrd them in turn to 
produr-^ videotapes of at least good technical ouality and in some cases, 
tapes of high intere:.t and social value. 
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Appendix J 
Ident if'icfttiori of Tapf^s 



Group 
A 



Tci_ne_ 
1 
2 

3 . 

4 
5 



L_qf'.!dG-r 
Pw R. Grail aiii 

II ' 

J. risclier 



P. Linton 



m 1 e 

"Seven Portraits 

"Riuiy Bee' 

''Younn Saicjons 
aitd Coi^ini'.mi ty 
Hem hers" 

"BaskothalV^ 



Appendix 11 

You hrt to raJ.e tho itdloi^onts l>olow with reference in tlio portion 
vicJoot'* ru^d ^criiil ycu will bo vipvrino. Circle tlie nu'ihcr bnlow tlie r.U tcjir^pot 
which most closely coinciclos vith yoiir opinion rongincj from strojiily disaciroo 
to strongly acjnc. 

1 £ 3 4 5 

stronfily discicp c?g disacjrs^ umlecided {^{ir rtfi strornjly am co 

1* Thr» nound or nurrfllicin ou the videotopo. WoS clear priou-ih s**^ as to f ^* 
undorr>tfirid.;[jUj, 

1 2 3 A 5 

The ccutcn!. of iho viHoatnfo Wcii interc^stiriq. 
1 2 3 4 5 

3. /Iftpr vicWitM this type, 1 could identify more stroncjly v/ith tho cli:;raclors' 
vii w' of th'- \yovld. 

i ^ J . 5 

I'S. The p^ctiirn v//is cleav' and in focus. 

1 ? 3 4 5 

5. The content of the tape was ea?;ily understood. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6. 1 found myself ciiiotionally involved in the action. 

1 2 3 4 5 

7... The handlina of the cv^iuia v/as ^looct; it did not distract from the vicv.^er's 
overall attention to the subject. 

1 2 3 4 5 

8. The Upe vjas iiifon;iative and illustrated a subject of which I had little 
previous knowledge. 

1 2 3 4 5 

9. After viewing tho tapc» I qained new insight into other life styles. 

1 2 3 4 5 
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10. Tncre ».'(■>< a lonio-il flov. of action fro^ scnnt to scono. 

1 2 3 4 5 

11. Thci vidcot.ipc, hftc^Msc of its rontfi^t, should he vicv/of! hy a much 
Iflrgor audieiu.e. 

1 2 3 4 5 

12. I huT. cmoti'tnciny novf.-d w'lsn vicwini the v i('cotnfif>. 

1 2 3 4 5 

13. Tiip technicul n>'''^lHy of thr; l..'»pe was coi iparahlc to v/hat Is normally 
vicwd on coiiiiiT-r i,>l IW 

1 2 3 4 5 

The cotit. ill', of thif. t^tpr; v.-fl . cf rocl.il Vi'tliit-; auA i>ii|nlf ic;ViCo. 
1 2 3 4 5 

15. iSicr \\c\-\u[] IJiir 1?.po, ny Int.erost in the? nfitrrc of uih?ir, liviivi has 
heon lie iqht fiu'd. 
1 ' 2 3 4 5 
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